THE HAND OF MR. HAAN 


In October, 1937 members of the Joint Gommittee on Hawaii of the 75th Con- 
gress of the United States traveled to Hawaii to hear testimony relating to the 
question of Statehood for that Territory. Most of those who spoke before this 
committee in opposition to Statehood tor Hawaii, did so on the grounds that too 
many persons of Japanese ancestry resided in Hawaii, that “the Japanese” would 
obtain control of a State government if one were formed and that theyrould 
betray Hawaii to Japan in even of war between the two couutries, 


The most sensational anti-japanese testimony came from a person who intro- 
duced himself as Kilsoo K. Hasan. Mr. Haan's behavior during the stay of the 
United States Congressmen followed « pattern with whic those who have watched 
his activities redently are not unfamiliar. He privately contacted members of 
the Committee and represented himsel? as a super-spy who had managed to get 
himself invited to secret, anti-fmerican meetings at the Japanese consulate. 

He conveyed the impression that he was involved in a very delicate and danger- 

ous mission and could not be expected to reveal his sources and the full extent ol 
nis information except to secret service agents of the government. This device 
gave and still gives Mr. Haan what he interprets as license to make the broadest 
and most devastating charges against a segment of the population of Hawaii and tne 
United States without offering anything which can, by the most liberal construction, 
be called evidence. 


Senator Guy M. Gillette of lowa was one of those who were mach impressed by 
Mr. Haan's claims and revelations. During the latter's testimony before the 
Committee, Senator Gillette led him gently through his routine of hair-raising 
allegations and shiélded him from any necessity to validate his accusations or 
reveal his sources of information. The association, practical and ideological, 
between these two men has continued through the years. From time to tite Mr. 
Gillette has repeated the substance of Haan's charges against residents and 


citizens of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii on the floor of Congress, and when Mr, 
Haan recently published a translation of a book, by a Japanese jingoist, it was 


the Senator from Iowa who supplied the preface.” 


An analysis of Mr. Haan's testimony before the Congressional Committee 
provides an interesting guide to the backgrouud and tactics of the man. Accord- 
ing to his statement he was born in Korea and brought to Hawaii in 1905 when he 
was about 5 years of age.° Mr. Haan is therefore an alien, a point which should 
not be forgotten when considering his recommendations that American sitizens be 
subjected to forced labor, removed from their homes or placed in concentration 
camps. His campaign against those of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii seems to 
have been initiated in 1931, when sentiment in the United States began to swing 
rapidly against Japan, for when asked how long he had been forking on the “facts" 
he was presenting, his reply was, “I have been engaged for 6 years. 


Mr. Haan's qualifications for advising the United States Government on 
domestic and foreign policy are not altogether impressive, When a member of 
the Congressional Committee asked him whether he had any business other than 
the propaganda work in wnich he was engages, Mr. Haan identified himself as a 
“real-estate salesmn."” A hopeful congressman inquired whether he had ever “stud- 
ied lew, or a profession." Mr. Haan replied, " I graduated from the grammar 
school"? 


1. Hearings Before the Joint Committee on Hawaii, 75th Congress, 2d Session, 
Wash., D.C.. 1937, pp. 447-468. 


2. Knoaki Matsuo, How Jépan Plans to Wip,Translated by Kilsoo K. Haan, Little, 
Brown and Co. Boston, 1942. 

Hearings on Statehood for Hawaii, p. 447. 
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In his testimony Mr. Haan strove mightily to throw doubt on the loyalty of Haw- 
aiian-born persons of Japanese ancestry. He raised the bugaboo of dual citizen- 
ship and intimated that large numbers of American citizens of Japanese ancestry 
were serving in the Japanese army. To make his point he read to the congres men 
a letter worded as follows? 

Mr. Majota Mukaga was discharged from the Japanese Army with which he has 
been serving at Aushan, Manchukuo, for the past 2 years at the end of this 
month and will return to his home in Tokyo early next month. Mr. Nukaga 
graduated from the University of Hawaii in 1931 and later received his M.A. 
degree in political science from Stanford University. He sent his regards 
to his friends here. 

Mr. Haan left the congressmen to infer that because Mr. Nukaga had attended 
American institutions of higher learning he was an American citizen and a dual 
citizen, What Haan slyly implied, some of the congressmen accepted ad true. On 
the basis of Haan's insinuations, Representative Rankin, who was a megber of this 
Committee, has several times stated on the floor of Congress that he learned while 
ne was in Hawaii that J.pan was forcing American citizens, wpon whose allegiance 
she also laid claim, to fight in her army. But before the hearings were printed, 
Mr. Haan's strange use of the "facts" uncovered by his sig years of research wes 
disclosed. At the bottom of the page containing this particular piece of testi- 
mony, we find this footnotes (1) (Nukaga was born in Japan and, therefore, had 
no claim to American citizenssip.)+ It is seldom that testimony before a Con- 
gressional Committee is so inaccurate and misleading that it has to be edited 
and footnoted before it can be published in the hearings. 


But Mr. Haan was not done with his "examples." So no one would misunderstand 
his motives he explained:"...I want to say that I do sympathize with the boys and 
eirle of dual citizenship. When they go to Japan they are molested. When they stay 
in Hawaii they are questioned. I heartily sympsthize with them." 2 And then this 


great-hearted propagandist demonstrated his sympathy by announcing? 
From the Star Bulletin of October 12, 1937, I will read an article: 
A special Asahi telegram from Shanghai last night reported that Lt. 
Baron Hideo Kurakawe 26, Honolulu born son of Michiyuki Kurakawa} long associated 
with the Honolulu Japanese consulate, was killed im action on the Shanghai front 
this morning of October 8. He returned tg Japan with his family in 1935 after 
having attended the University of Hawaii. 


fhe inference is plain. By stating that bhis youth was Honolulu born, Haan 
succeeded in creating the impression that he was an American citizen who neverthe- 
less served in the Japanese army and feel fighting for Japan. What Haan omitted 
to explain was that this youth's father was a Japanese consular official at the 
tiie of his birth. and that therefore he was never an American citizen. Again 
the vorrection is made in a footnote which reads: (1) (He was mot an American 
citizen.)4 


Mr. Haan is thus revealed as one of the mst untrustworthy witnesses who has 
ever appeared before a Congressional committee. But note Bhe tactic. 4 sensational 
charge is made or implied. It creates a furor and a definite impression. Much later 
the “evidence” is found to be inadequate or to have n» relation to the allegation. 
The sppropriate correction is then made quietly and without public attention, But 
the damage is done and the reaction sought by Mr. Haan has long since been obtained. 
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After he had expressed himself on the dangers and abuses of dual 
citizenship by those of Japanese ancestry, Mr. Haan next descrited « gigantic 
plot on the part of Japanese against the Caucasians in Hawaii. Happily it had 
been nipped in the bud by the master-sleuthing of KilsoooKk, Haan. The exchange 
between Senator Gi-lette and Mr. Hasan on this topic, into which Representative 
Rankin entered with open-mouthed amazement, is as follows: 


Q. I would like to ask you-it has been suggested to me (we may guess by 
whom - M.E.0.) that there has been a movement here for uuiting the people of 
all oriental races against the people of white origin. A. Yes. However, 1 
wish to explain that I could not speak of certain things. 


Q. That is all right. Are you at liberty to tell us anything of that? 
A. Not in this audience, 


Q. Have you attended any of themeetings? A. I have. 


Q. Were you invited to attend a meeting at the Japanese consulte for that 
purpose? A. I was. 


Q. There was an attorney who testified here this week, of Japanese ancestry. 
Are you at liberty to say whether or not he attended the meeting? 4. I am not. 


Q. At that meeting was the matter of developing a movement of uniting against 
the white people discussed? A. There were various meetings. First certain offi- 
cials and myself have gone over the matter for several months. 

Q. Certain officials of the Japanese Government? A. Yes, 

M@- And you would discuss these matters? A. Yes. 


Q. At that time there, did you do that to obtain information as to their 
plan? A . Ye 8. =] 


Q. Are you at liberty to discuss any of that? A. No. 
Q. At this time and place? A. Mo. 
Representative Rankin ( to Senator Gillette.) Their plan to do what, Senator? 


Senator Gillette. I understand they were planning to unite the people of 
ériental descent as a , anit, against the peoples of white racial origin. 


Representative Pankin. Here in the islands? 

Senator Gillette. Yes. 

Representative Rankin. And that was attended by people here? 

Senator Gillette. At the Japanese consulte, or so it was reported to me; it 
was also reported to me that there were copies of a mimeographed sheet or pamphlet + 
circulated, warning the people here that in the event of the hostilities between 
Japan and the United States, that it was plan.ed to have some of the Japanese work= 
ing as maids and servants in the homes to poison white children. 

By Senator Gillette: 


Q. Now of course, Mr. Haan, you know you don't have to answer that? A. I 
cannot answer that. 


Q. Do you kno# if any such a pamphlet were distrituted? 4A. Yes. 
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Q- Are you at liberty to tell us if such e plan was discussed at the meeting? 


A. Thet pamplilet was given to G-2, United States Army. It was not based on facts, 
but public opinion picked up here and there, 


Q. But you are at liberty to say, as you have said, that there was a def-~ 
inite movement participated in by Japanese officieals to uuite the people of Jap- 
anese origin against the white people? A. Yes. 


By Representative Martin: | ; 
Q- Did you turn your evidence over to any United States official so that they 
could frustrate the movement? A. Yes. 


Q. To whom? A. I cannot say. I am not at iiberty to reveal the source. 


Q. Has anything been done about your disclosure to the United States officials? 
4. I think they have.1 


From this veiled and melodramatic exercise in character assassinationg two main 
points emerge. First, Mr. Haan claims to have been consulted for several months by 
Japanese consular officials concerning the proper way to unite the yellow race 
against the white, Second, the genial Mr. Haan produced for the committee what was 
apparently # scurrilous sheet containing that favorite horror story of white para- 
sites in the tropics, that they and their children are to be murdered in their 
beds by dark-skinned domestics and gardeners, To take the last point firsts 
Evidently Mr. Haan wes somewhat embarrassed that Senator Gillette saw fit to bring 
that old chestnut up in public and was forced to admit that the panphlet "was not 
based on facts, but on public opinion picked up here and there,” It would be 
interesting to know whether the representative of the Sino-Korean League, who was 
so active in Anti-Japanese circles, had anything further to do with a pamphlet 
"not based on facts, but public opinion picked up here and there." 


To turn to Mr. Haan’s claim to have spied, by invitation, upon the activities 
of the Japanese consulate. Earlierin his testimony Mri Haan was asked, “Are you 
representing «ny organization in the studies you have been making?" To this he 
replied, "In the petition to the local legislature in 1935, I represented the 
Sino-Korean People's League."2 When he was asked, "Is that a league which is 
seeking to emancipate Korea from the the domination and control of Japan?" his 
reply was, “They are."@ Mr, Haan had engaged in anti-Japanese activities for 6 
years. He Had fathered and publicly sponsored an anti-Japanese, anti-statehood 
petition in 1935. Yes he uttempted to persuade the congressmen (and succeeded in 
some cases) that he had the absolute confidence of the members of the Japanese 
consulate§ The kindest thing that can be said about fir. Haan is that he suffers 
from delusions of grandeur. 


But if Mr. Haan's testimony wes not logical, grammatical or coherent, it was 
not important. Half way through his discussion Representative Rankin of Missi- 
ssippi interrupted him to orate: 


I have come to the conclusion that unless they do expatriate themselves they 
are not American citizens, for the reason that the testimony shows that these 
parents are visitors to the United States with the intention to return to Japan; 
and if that is the case, if they are visitors, and these children do not expatriate- 
which is very simple form or naturalization - my opinion is that they are not citiz- 
ens of the United States, entitled to vote under American citizenship,3 


l. Ibid. p, 466-67. 
2. Ibid. pe 466. 
3. Ibid. p. 511. 
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Thus wes impetus given to the movement, which has grown so ominous today, to 
divest American-born children of Japanese ancestry of their citizenship. 


Mr. Haan's performance before the Committee did not go unchallenged. Mr. A. 
E. Steadman, a graduate of Stanford University and the Harvard Law School, who had 
lived in Hawaii for 15 years and had seSved as circuit judge there for over four 
years, had this to say about the "evidence" presentedt 


I listened to the witness on the stand this morning. I do not feel the fears 
sugeested by that witness - incidentally I do not have to callifthe attention of 
this committee that those were mere allegations, unsupported by’ one scintilla of 
proof - I do not feel those feurs had any basis or foundation in fact. I do hope 
this commission, before accepting his statements will investigate further to dis~ 
cover for themselves- if there is anything to discover, which I claim there is not~ 
what portion of his statements bear up uuder the strong searchlight of # und 
reasoning...2 


Mr. Steadman was followed to the stand by Charles B. Dwight, a Hawaiian-born 
lawyer who had studied at Georgetown University, who was licensed to practice in 
all the courts of the Territory of Hawaii, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals at 
San Francisco, the Supreme Court in the District of Columbia, and the Supreme 
Gourt of the United States, and who had acted as deputy attorney general of the 
Territory of Hawaii for four and one-half years. Mr. Dwight had a word with which 
to characterize Mr. Hasan's tale of great conspiracy; when he ws asked to comment on 
the revelations of the super-spy, he snsweredi 


That was only a dream. When I was deputy attorney general for 44 years we 
kept w record, not only of the transletions of the Japanese documents but we did work 
in connection with the Federal Departments, I mean the service departments, the 
secret service of the Navy and Army, and with the sugar planters’ ussociation, which 
had its own department and through our investigation we fowud nothing to indicate 
that the Japanese were disloyaA& or plotting against the Government. There may be 
one or two exceptions. 


By thwerting those who planned to poison the babies, Mr. Haan realized that he 
had pléced himself in great personal peril. His last words to the Committee are a 
Measure of his sacrifice} 


‘I should like to make onemore statement. I have taken this issue very sin- 
cerely and serivusly, and I have been very much upset during the last tew days, de- 
ciding whether I should appear or not. However, under the circumstances I felt that 
whatever information I had should be the property and information of the proper 
authorities, who will be able to gudge these souudly and give effect to the facts 
presented. I do this with the perfect uuderstanding that my life career here in 
Hawaii will be very much in jeopardy and furthermore I have taken this step knewing 
the welfare of my family itself would be in a somewhat dangerous position, therfore 
I do not appeal to you or ask you gentlemen to protect me 4n any manner, 


Somehow, Kilsoo miraculously managed to evade his poweriul enemies to remain 
sleek and plump, and to leave behind jim a trail 66 prophecies and revelations. For 
instance, just tour days before Germany attacked Russia, Mr, Haan's secret agents, 
those mysterious unnamed brethren of the Sino-Korean People's League, relayed to 
him the news that Russia wes about to lend and lease to "Japan and Germany" "50 
destroyers, 80 submarines, 14 mine leyers and 300 war planes, now stationed at 
Vladivostok." Mr. Haun is enough of a real estate salesman to know that this ex- 
1. Ibid., p. 512, 

2. Ibid. p. Sel. 
3. Ibid. 1 Be 468. 
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plicitness, this use of figures and dates, always impressed the hard-headed gullibles 
who simply can't be fodled by uw generalization, 


Even before the unfortunate outcome of his Russian prediction, Mr. Haan had 
turned his eyes in another direction. A March 25, 1941 edition of a New York 
paper carried his assurance that there would be total war between Japan and the 
United States by early Juus. In juue the seer conveniently put the date ahead and 
announced that war would being "late this month or early in July."2 To the discern- 
ing it was evident that these monthly and semi~monthly pronouuvcements, that if war 
between Japan and any other country occurred within his lifetime, Haan would be in 
@ positdon to claim a smashing success as prognosticator, provided of course, that 
his long list of untimely .uesses were overlooked, 


In view of the bewildering array of possible dates he had provided, it might 
have been expected that Mr. Haan would have been more modest in his claims when 
war really Game. But the news of the Pearl Harbor attack had barely reached the 
mainland when he proudly announeed that he had prediced Pearl Harbor and scolded 
the War Department for not heeding his warnings. From one end of the country to 
the other this man has been hailed as the person who prediced when and where the 
enemy would strike. Because of his reputation Congressmen treat him and his recom 
mendations with respect, and newspapers and the public take him seriously. There-~ 
fore it isuseful to review the basis for this claim of Pearl Harbor predictions. 
Thef key is found in a special dispatch to the New York Times from Washington, D.C. 
which appeared in that paper on December 83 


Evidence that Japan was planning today's thrust at the U.S. as longago as late 
August was disclosed today by Kilsoo K, Haan, Washington representative of the Sino- 
Korean People's League, a volu&teer anti-Japanese society. 


Mr.Haan released to the New York Times « copg of « letter he said he had sent to 
the Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson on Oct. 28, in which Koki Hirota, former Foreign 
Minister, was reported to have given the menbers of the Black Dragon Society a rather 
accurate forecast of the hostilities and the preparations therefor. 


Mr. Haan's letter said in part? 

“Information: Hirota, former Foreign Minister, now the 'big Stick!’ of the Bhack 
Dragon Society, in their Aug. 26 meeting told of the news that War Minister Tojo 
has order a total war preparation to meet the armed forces of the United States in 
this Pacific emergency. ‘Tojo is said to have told him of the Navy's full support of 
his policy ageinst America. 

"He (Hirota) also spoke of Tojo giving orders to complete the mountain of guns 
and rush supplies of munitions to the Marshall and Carolina group (mandated islands) 
by November, 1941...Many (at the meeting) expressed the most suitable tame to wage 
war with America is December 1941, or February, 1942, 


Thus an examination reveals that this highly publicized epistle to the Secretary 
of War was just another of Haan's stock nuisance letters to public officials. He 
e an attack on Pearl Harbor in it; Hawaii isnot mentionedin the letter, 
In this letter Haan did not put himself on record as predicting war between the United 
States and Japan at all, All the letter states is that some unidentified individuals 
attending a secret meeting of a sinister society “expressed the most suitable time 
to wage war with Ameridm is December, 1/41, or February, 1942," There is a g@engfrous 
time interval of 3 months between these two dates. It can be assumed that if hostili- 
ties had broken out any time during this long interval, Mr. Haan would have taken 
full credit for a remarkable piece of detective work, No fortune teller has gone 
farther with as befogged a crystal ball. 


It was in the spring of 1942 that Kilsoo Haan really came into his own. The 


l. Ibid. , De 6. 
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agitation for the removal of those of Japanese ancestry from the west coast made him 
a valuable ally and source of "information" for those who were in favor of the action. 
Mr. Haan made a good many talks on this subject and was freely quoted in the papersi 
Not everyone was favorably impressed by his activities. Testifying before the 

Tolan Committee in Seattle on Feburary 28, 1942, Mr. Floy¢d Oles, Manager of the 
Washington Produce Shippers Associution had this to say? 


---The statement of Feburary 14 by the Secretary of War and the Attorney Gen- 
eral assuring the people on the west coast that the public security was well in 
hand, was not given any space whatsoever in any Seattle newspaper. We have been 
pushed arouud by a public hysteria which I seri usly fear may not be 
emanating wholly from friendly sources. I refer, for example, to a person calling 
himself # Korean superspy. Personally, after a generation of Japanese rule in 
Korea, I fail to distinguish between the Koreansi and any other kind of Japanese. ‘This 
Was a Man whom the papers told me themselves they had not checked at all as to his 
background, but he sets himself up «s an adviser to the American people on how to 
conduct themselves regarding aliens. It seems to me when we ignore the attitude and 
expressed position of our natiomal leaders and substitute for them suggestions thas 
plainly emanxte from enemy sources, that we huve before us a seyious condition of 
public morale that should have the attention of the Government. 


The degree to which the West Coast Congressmen leaned upon Haan's predictions 
of treachery and attack are evident from the remarks of Representative Hinshaw of 
California, delivered on the floor of the House, March 7, 19423 


ee-Word has come to us from a source which has been heretofore reliable, though 
unheeded by our government, that the Japanese timetable wil. bring the second phase 
of their plans into action about April 15. This includes a major attack on Hawaii, 
and the ddd/yy¢dviddy commencement of sabotage action on thé west coast, in preparation 
for events to follow. 

If our administrative officials do not stop diddling around with this Japanese 
problem on the west coast and get down to quick action to evacuate all Japanese and 
all other enemy “liens immediately ~ and tnat means now and now day after tomorrow 
they may, by inaction, have committed so great a sin that even history may never 
forgive them... 


Events app*rently were not moving fast enough for Mr. Hinshaw, for on April 
6 he delivered a radio address in which he broadcast information straight from the 
inner chambers of Kilsoo K. Haan. In part he said: 


My committe on defense has been aware for several weeks of certain predictions 
being made concerning the second phase of the Japanese attack on the United States. 
It has been said that this second phase of their attack would commence about April 
15, and that it would probably include an attack in force upon Hawaii or Alaska 
and be accompanied by at least acts of sabotage on thePacific coast... 

But to return to this information concerning attack, my committee has delved 
into that matter as deeply and as carefully as we could. We have called into con- 
ference members of the General Staff of the Army, and from the staff of the Chief 
of Naval Operations and the military and naval intelligence units. We have told 
them what we have learned - much of which they already had heard - and they in turn 
have told us some things... 

But to go beck to this information, to the effect that the middle of April will 
mark the beginning of the second phase of the Japanese attack: the person who has 
transmitted that information points to the fact that he addressed certain letters to 
the President, the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Wear, last October and 
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Ue Hearings before the Select Committee Investigating Netional Defense Migration 
(Tolan Committee) House of Representatives, 77th Congress 2d Session Part 30, 
1942, p. 11429, 


+ Gongressional Record, March 7, pp. 209495, 


November, conveying information warning of the impending attack on Pearl Harbor...« 

I think you should know, too, that the person who presents this information 
concerning Japanese preparations being made for @ possible attack in force upon us 
about the middle of Apri}, took to the State Dep»rtment last fall a Japanese book - 
which evidently was written for distribution emong the Japanese naval and army re- 
serve officers and fifth columnists living in the United Stutes and elsewhere abroad. 
My committee was privileged to pead the translation of that book a few weeks ago. 
This book is mentioned also in the Japanese paper prepared by the Dies committee. 

Unquestionably, it is at least a good piece of Japanese propaganda for distri- 
bution among Japanese reserve officers and sympathizers and fifth columnists abroad - 
and it does contain an expression of the Japanese-jingo viewgpoint concerning the 
United States that in part is a keen analysis of our country and people. But as a 
military handbook it appears to some of our authorities, who are fami-iar with 
such things, to be very much like the articles or books on military subjects written 
by Americans, for sale and distribution on our own newsstends. In fact, this book 
had been on sale at a Japanese newsstand in San Francisco} 


Not long after this book which Mr. Huan translated and to, which Congressman 
Hinshaw refers, Kinoski Matsuo's The Triple Alliance and War with the United States. 2 
was offered for public sule. Mr.Hinshaw, when he brought it to our intelligence 
service, was evidently quite crestfallen to learn that there was nothing exceptional 
about the book and that it had been on sale on newsstands in San Francisco. To 
correctly «ppraise Mr. Haan it is worth while to pass from this sober estimate of 
the work to the translator's note’ 


The book came into my hands as Washington representative of the Sino-Korean 
People's League, ai anti-Japanese secret society with agents #11 over Japan, the 
mandated iglends, Formosa, and our own West Coast. From one of my agents in J«pan 
I received word some time ago that two Japanese officers, botn members of the Black 
Dragon Society, were on their way to California to do propagenda work among the 
Japanese-Americans of the West Coast. I was further informed that they were bringing 
with them a kind of Japanese Mein Kampf which had been used to stimubate morale ut 
home with some effect. I went at once to the Coast, and was able to secure a copy of 
the book, which I thereupon ungertook to translate, and which is herewith published 
in English for the first time. 


Tous, when it is uudertaken by Kilsoo K. Haan, can the purchase of a book which 
our authorities have fouud on the ordinary newsstand become the dangerous termination 
of a tense cross-country mission $ 


What Haan calls the Japunese Mein Kampfis a typical anti-American book by a 
Japanese militery officer of low rang and high vemper. It compares with provocative 
books from the American side such as Homer Lea's Valor of Ignorance and Sutherland 
D&nlinger end Charles Gary's War in the Pacific. In spite oi Haan's title, Japan 
has ignored Mr. Matsuo's advice on the conduct o: the war with the United States. 

It was Metsuo's suggestion that an attack in force should be made on the Paci.ic 
Coast and the Panama Canal at toe opening of the struggle and that Japan immediately 
dispatch submarines to the Atisnatic as well to harass us there.” Japanese strategy, 
however , has followed a different course. 


It will be remembered that Mr. Oles criticized Haan, an alien himseli, for 80 
freely advising this country concerning what to do wita otner éliens who were in a 
less fortusate position. But as soon as he felt that pub-ic temper wes rising against 


1. Included in Congressional Record, April 16, 1942, p. A1553-54 as Extension Re~ 
marks of Hon. Carl Hinshaw of Celifornie. 

2. Rechristened by Mr. Haan How Japan Plans to Win.Little Brown & Co. Boston, 1942, 
3. Ibid., pp. vii-viii,. 

4. Ibid». pp. 186-88, 
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all those of Japanese ancestry, Haan returned to his favorite Hawaiian pastime and 
aimed his venom beyond the aliens and at the citizen group particularly. Typical of 
the addresses he made in southern Oalifornia is one he delivered at Pomona on March 
11, 1942 and reported in the Los Angeles Times as follows? 


Unreliability of declarations of American loyalty by American-born as well as 
alien Japanese was stressed today by Kilsoo K. Huan, Korean in an address here. 

Haun developed this theme in vivid detail, urging all Southland organizations 
and citizens to bring pressure t> bear upon Washington fo place immediately all 
Japanese under protective custody for duration of the wer. 

He exhibited documentary evidence that an article appeared Nov. 22 in the 
Nippu Jiji, Honolulu Japanese newspaper owned by Japanese aliens and controlled by 
Domei News Agency, to the effect that "until further notice, no air maneuvers or 
military action will take place over Sundays and holidays and all air maneuvers 
are cancelled on the s:uthern islands uatil further notice." 

Printed in Japenese, he said this amounted to an officiel no} ice to Japanese 
residents of the islands that Japan would make 4 surprise attack. 


Tis notice sounds very mach like a formal announcement made by the Authorities 
in Hawaii, and was probably carried in all newspapers. But whetner or not this was 
the case, Mr. Haan's discovery that the wording "amounted to an official notice to 
Japanese residents" of a surprise attack is the most fantastic plunge into higaly 
distilled semantics whicu could possibly be imagined. 


By March 19, 1942 Mr. Haan was reudy to ignore the Constitution of the United 
States and to recommend that a system of forced labor at army pey be instituted in 
this country. His speech to the Los Angeles Breskfust Club, 4s reported in the 
Los Angeles Times, classified American ond Haweiian-born children of Japanese ancest- 
ry as enemy “nationals” and suggested a peonage plan that should have ruined the 
appetites of megibers of the Breakf.st Club for a week. Indirectly it criticized the 
work of the FBI and the Alien Hearing Boards: 


Ferfvent appeals for smerica to “do something" about removing American-born and 
alien Japanese from the Pacific Coast were made by two speakers before the Los 
Angeles Breakfast Club yesterday. 

Mrs. George Balfour Gelly, wife of 4 lieutenant commander now at sea with the 
Navy, joined with Kilsoo K. Haan, Korean, in urging prompt measures to deal with these 
potential fifth columnists... 

Haan pointed out that we are facing a prepared eneny who has 250,000 of his nate 
jonals in the Western Hemisphere if we include Hawaii. Many units of the Japanese 
fishing fleet, he said, are still operating in southern waters where they can refuel 
marauding submarines. 

We have not settled our own Japanese problem on this coast," he said. “We have 
not even arresed the worst ones and 65 perc-nt of those arrested have been released 
through the misguided efforts of some of our good church people." 

Haan recommended that the government draft every Japanese, alien and American- 
born, into the Army and put them to raising vegetables - at Army pay - on inland agri- 
cultural areus. 

"Let's ask Congress and the Army a.nd Navy to put these Japanese where they can- 
not do su much harm," he concluded. 

It ie a remrkable coincidence that Mr. Haan's solution to the “Japanese probe 
lem” was identical with that offered for the benefit of the Tolan Committee by the 
Pacific League of Los Angeles, an organization which has « reputation in labor, 
liberal and agricultural circles of being ultra-reactionary. The resolution of the 
Pacific League, read into the Murch 7, 1942 hearings of the Tolan Committee read as 
follows: ! 
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Resolved, That Pacific League, after careful consideration suggests and urges 
that all Japanese people of both foreign and American birth, be drafted into an 
agricultural division under the supervision of the Department of Agriculture of the 
Federal Government in the same manner as draftees of the United States military 
forces are inducted into service. 

That these people be placed on suitable agricultural lands in safe areas, and 
their labor used for the purpose of producing food to supply the needs of the man 
who carries the gun,and that they be compensated for their labor on the same basis 
that draftees in our armed forces are compensatedes.. 


» 


The Government failed to act upon thes® modest proposals, and by July, after those 
6f Japanese ancestry had been removed to assembly centers or relocation centers, Haan 
became greatly worried about the farm labor shortage. He was not without a self- 
less pn@ patriotic solution, however, as this dispatch from Washington, 2, 0. indi- 
cates: 


A plea that Korean laborers be permitted to emigrate from Mexico and Cuba to 
the agricultural fiels of Florida and California for the duration of the war to help 
meet the growing farm labor shortage wes made in Washington this wgek by EKilsoo 
Haan, Washington representative of the Sino-Korean Peoples League. 


In August, 1942 Haan was in the news again. Time Magazine printed his picture 
and introduced him as "U.S. representative of both the admittedly revolutionary 
Korean National Front Federation and the Sino-Korean Peoples' League." Time's 
article described him as #Korea's most vocal Washington spokesman. He is short and 
42; he wears rimless spectacles and is given to loud figured ties. He is often 
heard, seldom heeded." The occasion for this publicity was Haan's "secret report" 
that a young Korean patriot had shot Japanese Premier Tojo “under the left arm- 
pit", Added Time, “Although his scoop had yet to be confirmed . Kilsoo Haan was 
serenely confident that it would be."° If the event has been confirmed, it has 
escaped the attention of this writer. For a wounded man, both his friends and foes 
will concede that Premier Tojo has been unusually active. 


Barly in 1943 began the movement by powerful figures in the newspaper tield and 
in politics to make Japan rather than Germany our number one enemy ahd to divert 
attentién from the Atlantic to the Pacific war. Haan sped west to participate in 
this new campaign. On February 9, 1943 the Los Angeles Daily News carried his 
picture and the results of an interview with him, The article begins’ 


American forces are dealing the Japs plenty of misery in the south Pacific, 
but there are two other fionts where we ought to speed up our efforts, Kilsoo K, 
Haan, Sino-Korean People's Leaguer, said yesterday. 

Haan, here from Wasnington to lecture uuder wuspices of Dr. John R. Lechner 4nd 
the Americanism Educ#tional League, named these "forgotten" fronts as the North 
Pacific and, more important, the propegands sector... 


On February 18, 1943 a Los Angeles newspaper reported that "Kilsoo Haan, 
internationally famous Korean who anounced japanese war moves againet the United 
States months in udvance, (italics inserted) will discuss the ‘Japanese Problem 
in California’ tonight before a dinner meeting of the Los Angeles Credit Men's 

Association at the Biltmore."* The War-time stock of the pudgy Korean real-estate 
wahesman was going up! 


According to the press accouht, Haan's talk was replete with information straight 
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from the Japanese privy council. In this press notice he also acquires a new titles 


Members of the Los Angeles Credit Men's Association listened to Kilso K. 

Haan, Sino-Korean People's Leaguer yesterday, heard a warning that theJaps expected 
to raid California next summer. 

"General Jiro Minami told the Japaness privy council that his forces would be 
ready for action against this coast between June and October, 1943," declafred 
Haan, a former United States secret sermice agent in Hawaii. (italics inserted)* 

“The Allied nations should not delay hitting the Japs in their weakest spot, 
the Kurile islands, We mist not play into the hands of the enemy by giving him 
time to organize captured lands." 


In an efiort to keep national interest in the Pacific War at fever heat Haan 
continued his series of predictions concerning an impending attack on the west 
coast. On April 11, 1943, a U.P. story from San Francisco announced: 


Leaders of the Korean uuderground movement have reported that the Japanese are 
plauning an invasion of the American continent tnis June, Larry Smith, Nasional 
Broadcasting commentator, said today in a broudcast over station KPO and a Pacific 
network. 

Peas as his source a ge Haan of the Korean underground, who previously pre 

the L bor » (italics inserted) Smith said the Japanese plan 
ae for sporadic — on Alaska, the west coast states, Hawaii and even the 
Panama catal... 


In late May, 1943, Haan appeared before the House Immigration committee. His 
testimony was headiine news in tne Hearst Press. The large, black type of tne first 
page of the Los Angeles Examiner read: "Korean Leader Reports: Japs to Offer 
Peace to China, Invade U. S." The story that followed recited again Haan's question- 
able claim to fame and irdicated that Haan aad sought to convince Americans that 
their Pacific position was in dire peril, that not only was a Japanese attack im 
pending and its leaders already named, but that offers of a separate peace were 
soon to be offered China. The unkind implication, not entirely worthy of one of the 
"United® Nations, is that China may accept the enemy's terms and leave the United 
States to face the undivided force of Japanese arms. I am told that the Chinese in 
this country were not too pleased with Mr. Haan's method of emphasizing the im- 
portance of the Paciiic War. The most significant passages of the article follow: 


A koreénleader, who said he predicted + we ites elie, a te bar ha 
MONTHS BEPOFS IF GOGURPEA{( italics inserted) told the 4ouse Immigration committee 
today that the Japanese plan to offer China a separate peace not later than Sept- 
ember and that officers already have been chosen by Premier Tojo to head an in- 
vasion army against the United States. 

The informant, Kilsoo K. Huan, Wasnington representative of the Korean Nation~ 
al Front Federation and Sino-Korean Peoples' League, submitted to the committee on 
October 29, 1941, documents and maps his co-workers had gathered in the Orient. 
Committee attaches said these showed detailed plans of the Japanese for attacks in 
the Pacific. 

- lad committee members apologized for not hedding the warning Haan had given 
them. 


A review of the activities of Kilsoo K. Haan is anything but reassuring. Though 
he spoke as an alien, and though the great majority of citizens of the Territory de- 
sired it, he agitated against Statehsod for Hawaii in 1937. In doing so he appealed 
to race prejudice and sharpened mistrust against those of Japanese ancestry in the 
l.Los Angeles Duily Ne February 19, 1943. 
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Islands. He helped plant the seeds of the Pearl Harbor rumors of sabotage and fifth 
column activity which were to call into question the se ityr and sense of proportion 
of this nation. When war came and the rumors which had been so zealously cultivated 
spread, he was prominent among those who circulated them. He advocated the mass re- 
moval of a group of citizens from the west coast, an action which has caused great un- 
easiness “mong other minority groupys. He advised unwholesome and repressive measures 
suspiciously akin to those proposed by reactionary economic pressure groups. He has 
provided support and propaganda for a drive against the citizenship of American born 
children of Oriental ancestry. Though the proponents of the movement take care to 
mention those of Japanese ancestry only, the effect of the legislation they propose 
would be more inclusive, and those of Korean descent may yet be overwheled with the 
rest. Finally, in order to excite this country to still further exertions against 
Japan, Haan has not hesitated to cloud relations between our nation and China. 


No matter how speedily or decisively we defeat Japan, our relations in the Far 
East will remain troubled and difficuit for a long time to come. The ravages of war, 
the divisions which the struggle hes brought, and the white man's past mistakes and 
arrogance in the Orient insure this. It is only in « mad world and in a coustry 
still indifferent to the future that at a time wnen greatness and statesmanship are 
required, the Pacific policy of our nation can be shaped to a considerable degree by 
the cramped and partisan hand of Mr. Haan. 


Who is Kilsoo K. Haan? What is he besides a real-estate salesman? Has he been 
a secret service agent of the United States government? What are the Korean National 
Front Federation and the Sino-Korean Peoples’ League? Who besides Kilsoo K. Haan 
belongs to them? Why is it that in all the references by Haan or by others to these 
organixations which I have been able to find, no one except Kilsoo K. Haan has ever 
spoken for these organizations, has ever been mentioned in connection with them or 
has ever acknowledged membership in them? Tne hand of Mr. Haan has been felt along 
important arteries of our life, domestic and foreign. It is time that the a, 
attached to this myeterious hand be fully and properly identified. 


M, E. Opler 


June 24, 1943, 


